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This study suggests that amongst the multiple motivators to medical professionalism, medical oaths have relevance as a uniquely powerful motivator, capturing the essence of the medical endeavour and providing the profession with 
continuity to its historical roots. Though only 4 of the 6 participants had ever sworn an oath, all reported an appreciation for the ‘prayer of Maimonides’ as an inspiring mandate for the work of a doctor. Far from being nostalgic, Oaths 
have the tendency to encourage aspiration towards a particular paradigm of medicine, which this study suggests may be a more compelling motivator that regulation alone.  Further study is required to determine whether this this 
view is peculiar to doctors of a particular specialty and grade. 
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